MLB 


Astros open 
season with 
4-1 win over 
Rangers 
Sports, CH 


Edward A. Ornelas / San ‘Antonio Express-News 


NBA 


Spurs beat 
the Thunder 


With a late rally keeping San Antonio’s 
playoff hopes alive, the Spurs are able to 
get past the Oklahoma City Thunder 
103-99. Sports, C1 


OLMOS PARK 


Vote allows 
open carry 
of loaded 
long guns 


Metro, A3 
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Even a $639 room 
doesn’t spoil fun 


By Bruce Selcraig 
STAFF WRITER 


Richard Whitaker, a diehard 
Kansas University basketball 
fan and Cape Coral, Florida, 
retiree, flew in Wednesday 
night for a diehard fan’s bonan- 
za, the NCAA Final Four. 

He knew exactly where he 
wanted to be Thursday morn- 
ing. 

So there he was, outside his 
Marriott Rivercenter hotel at 1 
a.m. with dozens of other rabid 
Jayhawks fans, yelling, “There’s 
Malik! Malik! Go get em, Ma- 
lik!” as his team boarded a 
charter bus for the first practice 


Photos by Bob Owen / San Antonio Express-News 


The members of a Kansas family — Paige Anderson (from left) Tim Anderson, Anne Anderson, 
Ella Anderson and her twin, Ethan Anderson (behind Anne) — finish a tour of the Alamo. 


DOWNTOWN SCORES BIG 
WITH BASKETBALL FANS 


Michigan team managers stop 
to read an information board 
about the Battle of the Alamo. 


at the Alamodome, capacity 
69,228. 

“That’s Malik Newman, 
sophomore starting guard from 
Jackson, Mississippi,” Whitak- 


er said, doing a little fan play- 
by-play as Newman, wearing 
the obligatory headphones 
athletes favor in public, 
bounced cheerfully past the 
ecstatic fans. 

“Tve been to San Antonio 
before,” said Whitaker, who 
had a career with Merrill Lynch 
in Kansas City, and was with 
his wife, Jayne. “I love staying 
on the River Walk when I come 
here. It’s close to everything. 
We'll stay all week.” 

They don’t mind a splurge. 

“Were paying $639 a night,” 
he said, grinning. “Basic aver- 
age room. What can I say? It’s 
business. They’Il be full, too. 
We were in a Best Western at 
$199, but from here we can walk 
to everything. We had dinner at 

Fans continues on A8 
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Alamo’s 


boss Is pal 
$2,000 ada 


But he does not charge 
for all the time he puts in 


By Allie Morris 
and Scott Huddleston 
STAFF WRITERS 


AUSTIN — The General 
Land Office is paying Alamo 
CEO Douglass W. McDonald 
$2,000 a day to oversee the 
state-owned shrine under a 
contract that runs through Sep- 
tember. 

The yearlong agreement lim- 
its payment to 14 days a month, 
meaning McDonald’s annual 
compensation could reach 
$336,000, more than double 
what Land Commissioner 
George P. Bush earned last year. 

GLO spokesman Bryan Pres- 
ton said McDonald puts in “far 
more hours” than the contract 
requires and bills fewer days 
than he works. 

“The rate was negotiated 
based on fair market value for 
the services he provides to a 
museum of the importance and 
prominence of the Alamo,” 


Douglass W. 
McDonald is a 
museum 
consultant from 
Cincinnati. He 
has a one-year 
contract. 


Preston said in a written state- 
ment. “As a contractor, Mr. Mc- 
Donald is not paid for vacation 
(or) benefits of that nature.” 

Alamo management has 
become a hot-button issue for 
Bush, who has faced pressure 
from state lawmakers and for- 
mer Republican primary 
challengers to make operations 
at the shrine more transparent. 

Though the historic battle- 
field falls under the General 
Land Office, the Alamo and its 
multiyear master plan are man- 
aged by a series of nonprofit 
entities on which Bush is a 
board member. 

McDonald, a Cincinnati mu- 

Alamo continues on A8 


Test of Facebook leads 
S.A. nonprofit to join suit 


By Peggy O’Hare 


STAFF WRITER 


The advertisement touting a 
San Antonio apartment for rent 
was submitted to Facebook in 
February and sounded like an 
attractive deal: “Beautiful re- 
modeled unit! Available now! ... 
It will go fast. Located close to 
the park, near public trans- 
portation, close to shops, res- 
taurants and lots of entertain- 
ment options. Call today!” 

In reality, the apartment 
didn’t exist, nor did the proper- 
ty management company that 


supposedly wrote the ad. The 
notice actually had been sub- 
mitted by the Fair Housing 
Council of Greater San Antonio 
to test if Facebook’s advertising 
platform allowed housing pro- 
viders to exclude certain feder- 
ally protected classes of pro- 
spective renters from ever see- 
ing such ads. 

A federal lawsuit filed earlier 
this week by the San Antonio 
nonprofit and other fair hous- 
ing groups accuses the social 
media giant of letting landlords 
and real estate brokers hide 

Lawsuit continues on A8 


Hays Street Bridge spans 
train tracks, troubled waters 


By Richard Webner 
STAFF WRITER 


It was a longshot, but East 
Side resident Liz Franklin 
thought she might as well try to 
get a meeting with City Manager 
Sheryl Sculley to urge her to put 
a stop to a controversial apart- 
ment complex next to the Hays 
Street Bridge. 

To her surprise, Sculley ac- 


cepted when Franklin ap- 
proached her after a City Coun- 
cil meeting. Sculley showed up a 
few minutes late to their meet- 
ing in a City Hall conference 
room in February, but listened 
with interest and made thought- 
ful comments, Franklin said. 
The city manager started the 
meeting with a question: “What 
are you really asking for?” 
Franklin and three other ad- 


vocates for the bridge told her 
the city should buy back the 
proposed site of the complex 
and turn it into a park. 

Two weeks later, Sculley sent 
Franklin a letter explaining why 
she wouldn’t follow their sug- 
gestion. She pointed out that the 
City Council intended for the 
property to be developed when 
it voted to sell it in 2012. The sale 

Bridge continues on An 


Edward A. Ornelas / San Antonio Express-News 


People attend a vigil against the apartments. City Manager 
Sheryl Sculley’s decision likely won’t end the development saga. 
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